ANGELS and DEVILS at Oxted

It has been an exciting four years watching, and hearing, the symphony orchestra

created  by Johan Katz in Oxted gradually grow from a group of 18 string players, mostly very talented young ladies, playing in The Barn to the now magnificent Sinfonietta of Oxted.

Now performing in prestigious concert halls in Brighton, London and Christchurch, gone are the sweaters and tee shirts and evening dress and white tie and tails for the Conductor are now the dress code.

Gone to are the audiences of 40 or 50 and the latest concert in the United Reform Church, Oxted, played to a very full house – indeed extra chairs had to be put out. 

Concert goers have at last realised they can hear a fabulous symphony orchestra, in wonderful surroundings possibly only a few miles from home, at a ticket price a fraction of what it would be in London. 

Also now the Sinfonietta is attracting internationally recognised musicians as soloists and their latest concert had Claire Wadsworth on Bassoon performing Francaix Divertissement.   This French styled piece was a delight to listen to and in places it could be recognised as being used for TV productions and adverts.  The allegro seemed familiar as “puppet theatre” backing.

Telemann’s Concerto for two French Horns had two very eminent soloists, Jose Lluna and Richard Wainwright getting wonderful music from these strangely held instruments.    Originally the player varied the notes by putting his right hand inside the horn and changing the pitch by moving his fingers.    Then in the 1800s valves were added and the notes were now controlled by the left hand, but horn players have continued to support the instrument by their right hand inside.   Sometimes this used to mute the sound but generally all the work is done by the valves.  One of the joys of the Oxted venue is that , if you wish, you can be sitting only a few feet from the soloists and watch them in action “in close-up”.

Erika Schilsky and Helen Scarbrough were the soloists for Albinoni’s Concerto for two Oboes a piece that seemed to have an almost Medieval flavour with the oboes being backed by 21 strings to produce a truly memorable sound.   There seemed to almost be a hint of Handel in the style although Albinoni (1671 – 1750) rarely left Venice.

One of the great talents of Katz is to get the soloists to play in with the orchestra for other works than their own special pieces..   Thus Gluck’s dance of the Furies from    Orpheus,,  Puccini’s Crisantemi, ((Flower of Mourning) Barber’s Adagio for Strings  and Boccherini’s Symphony No. 6 in D minor, (House of the Devil) were all enhanced by the Bassoon, French Horns and Oboes.

Another international musician to join the Sinfonietta is Mark Butler as the Leader, who toured and recorded world wide with the Chilingirian String Quartet for 21 years. 

A superb violinist, there were several occasions during the concert when he was able to demonstrate his prowess with that instrument.  

                                                                                                         Derrick Graham

