The Barn Bande, Oxted's New Chamber Orchestra, starts on right note.

Oxted's dynamic new chamber orchestra gave its first performance to an appreciative audience on Thursday evening, October 24. The program which included seven compositions written between 1673 and 1936 started with music by two Italian masters Legrenzi and Vivaldi; continued with works by Bach, Mozart, Barber and Hindemith and ended with Ernest Bloch's invigorating Concerto Grosso No. 1 in which Michael Barlow played the piano.

The group is the brainchild of conductor Johan Michael Katz and his wife Anushka Sarkissian. They are planning four more concerts this season. The November 26th concert theme is Baroque and will include works by Corelli, Handel, Grieg and Delius.

On January 25th our young professionals will turn to Central Europe for their inspiration and play Bartok - Romanian Dances, Suk Serenade Op.6 and Dvorak Serenade for Strings Op.22. "We have plans to add wind instruments after that with two more concerts of excellent music before the summer." says Johan. "We enjoy playing not only well loved music from all eras but the occasional neglected masterpiece as well. We feel privileged to be associated with the charming surroundings of the Barn Theatre right from the start."

